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This course deals with the history, theory and practice of direct democracy. Our historical journey starts from the ancient Gree
ce and the Roman Republic —a time when direct democracy was originated, to the birth of contemporary direct democracy duri
ng the French revolution and in Switzerland and New England, and further to the modern practice of direct democracy in the E
uropean Union.

In the light of the theories of direct democracy, we will then discuss the naive faith in, the hasty criticism against, and the wide
spread abuse of direct democracy. The course will be concluded in an open—ended debate on the role of direct democracy in t
he cosmopolitan world.

The course is organized mainly in the form of student-oriented introductory lecture. We will discuss introductory texts on direc
t democracy, and actually practice direct democracy in class!

As each course attendant will realize at the end of the course, active participation is not only the key to the success of direct
democracy, but also the way to improve his/her own performance in this course. In addition to in—class discussion, each stude
nt will be required to write a short essay on direct democracy towards the end of the term.

This course aims to decode the myth surrounding direct democracy. It helps students to better understand direct democracy a
s a contemporary
form of political participation.

Basic knowledge of world history and politics is recommended.
Preparation for the class and the review will each take around 90-120 min.

[Class 1] Introduction and Guidance

[Class 2] Direct Democracy in Ancient Athens and Rome

[Class 3] Direct Voting and the French Revolution

[Class 4] The Birth of Modern Direct Democracy: Switzerland and New England
[Class 5] The Institutional Settings of Direct Democracy I

[Class 6] The Institutional Settings of Direct Democracy Il

[Class 7] Consolidating Leadership: Referendums in Nazi Germany and Postwar France
[Class 8] Advocating Self-Determination: Referendums and the Birth of New States
[Class 9] Legitimating Public Policy—Making: Referendums and European Integration
[Class 10] Direct Democracy in ACTION !

[Class 11] Direct Voting in Normative Democratic Theories

[Class 12] Understanding Voting Behavior in Direct Democracy

[Class 13] Political Representation and Direct Democracy

[Class 14] Essay Guidance & Conclusion
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